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WHO?
• Initiated	by	Glenda	Lanier,	NCTM,	as	
Theory	Coordinator
• Supported	by	the	Officers
• Requested	by	teachers	in	TMTA
• Information	from	teachers	throughout	
TMTA	through	survey	and	other	input
• Theory	Syllabus	Committee	of	seasoned	
TMTA	teachers



WHY?

• No	original	paper	or	digital	file

• More	professional	type	and	
examples

• Use	of	color	to	assist	understanding	
of	concepts



WHAT?
• New	levels	for	some	concepts

• Additional	concepts in	various	levels

• Music	analysis	questions

• Updated	layout



WHEN?
Fall 2016 and Spring 2017 Levels 1 – 8 ONLY

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 Levels 1 – 9 ONLY

Levels 1 – 10 ONLY

Levels 1 – 12

Levels 1 – 11 ONLY

Fall 2018 and Spring 2019

Fall 2019 and Spring 2020

Fall 2020 and Spring 2021



WHO?

• Students	who	are	testing	2016-2017	in	
level	8	will	be	the	first	students	to	
complete	the	testing	in	the	New	TMTA	
Syllabus.

• Students	testing	in	Level	9	and	above	this	
year	(2016-2017)	will	NOT	test	using	the	
New	Syllabus.	



WHERE	ARE	MATERIALS	AVAILABLE?

• The	New	Syllabus	and	Student	Theory	Manual	
was	sent	to	all	members	as	a	link	to	a	Dropbox	
location	in	an	email.	Click	on	the	link	to	
download	the	Syllabus	and	Theory	Manual.

• Syllabus	and	Sample	Tests	are	available	on	a	
Members	Only	Portal	on	the	Texas	Music	
Teachers	Association	website



Member	Log	In	tmta.org



Member	Log	In	tmta.org



Click	on	Practice	Tests.



Download	Syllabus	and	Tests.



Table	of	Contents



TMTA	SA	Logo

• To	return	to	the	Table	of	Contents	from	ANY	
page	in	the	publication,	click	on	the	TMTA	SA	
logo	at	the	top	of	the	page.



Bookmarks

Click	on	
Bookmarks	
for	ease	of	
navigation	
to	different	
sections	of	the	
Syllabus	and	
Theory	Manual.



Organization
Syllabus	and	

Theory	Manual	
• Consistent	in	the	order	
of	presentation	from	
one	level	to	the	next

• Logical	progression

Theory	Tests

• Effort	to	group	
questions	to	assist	
students

• Effort	to	make	the	
questions	in	logical	
order	within	space	
limitations



New	Test	Feature



Level	1



Level	1



New	Bonus	Question	for	Level	1



Level	2



Level	2



Level	2



Level	2



Level	2



Level	2	Analysis	Question



Level	3



Level	3	– Whole	and	Half	Steps



Level	3



Level	3	– Analysis	Question



Level	4



Level	4	– Grand	Staff	Question



Level	4

• Major	scales,	tonic,	and	key	signatures	for	C,	
G,	D,	A,	E	and	F	majors.	(no	change)



Level	4	– Order	of	Sharps	Question
Presented	in	logical	progression	to	assist	student.



LEVELS	4	- 12



Level	4



Level	4	– Analysis	Question



Level	5



Level	5

• Scales	and	key	signatures	remain	through	four	
sharps	and	four	flats	in	major	keys.	

• NO	CHANGE!	



Level	5



Level	5	– Sharps	and	Flats

Questions	proceed	in	logical	order	to	assist	students.



Level	5



Level	5	- Thirds



Level	5



Level	5	– Analysis	Question



Level	6



Level	6	– Rhythmic	Values



Level	6



Level	6	– Major	and	Minor	3rds	



Level	6



Level	6	– Triad	Identification	



Level	6	– Triad	Identification



Level	6



Level	6	– Analysis	Question



Level	7

• Scales	and	key	signatures	for	all	major	and	
minor	keys	is	required,	as	in	the	original	
theory	syllabus.

• Only	natural	minor	scales	are	requested	in	
level	7.

• Relative	major	and	minor	key	signatures.



Level	7



Level	7	- Triads



NEW	ADDITION	TO	CONCEPTS

LEAD	SHEET	CHORDS

• Beginning	in	Level	7,	each	level	will	be	asked	a	
question	to	demonstrate	the	appropriate	level	
of	understanding	of	Lead	Sheet	Chords.	



Level	7



Level	7	– Lead	Sheet	Triads



Level	7



Level	7	– Analysis	Question



Level	7



Level	7	– Bonus	Question



Level	8



Level	8



Dotted	Quarter	Rest	as	Answer



Level	8



Level	8	– Triad	and	Inversions



Level	8



Level	8	– Triads



Level	8



Level	8	- Composition



Level	8



Level	8	– Analysis	Question



Level	9

• Thirty-second	notes	and	rests	are	introduced,	
but	not	used	in	rhythmic	or	melodic	dictation.



Level	9
• Rhythm	– Omitted	completion	of	measures	
with	notes	or	rests	for	levels	9	and	higher.

• Scales	– Chromatic	is	now	in	level	10,	and	
whole	tone	scale	has	been	moved	level	11.

• Triads	– Construction	of	triads	is	in	the	new	
Lead	Sheet	Chords	question.

• Figured	Bass	Question	simplified.



Level	9



Triads	and	Figured	Bass



Level	9

• Perfect	and	Imperfect	Authentic	Cadences	and	
proper	voice	leading	for	the	cadence	is	
introduced	as	it	was	previously.	

• The	Half	Cadence	has	been	moved	to	Level	10.



Level	9



Level	9	– Four	Part	Harmony



Level	9



Level	9	– Lead	Sheet	Chords



Level	9



Level	9	Composition



Level	9	EAR	TRAINING

• Ear	Training
– Omitted	scale	identification

– Added	augmented	triads	to	triad	identification

– Rhythmic	dictation	will	be	in	6/8	meter



Level	10

• Added:	Labeling	the	meters	as	“Simple,”	
“Compound,”	or	“Asymmetrical”	is	now	
required	of	the	student.



Level	10



Cadence	Identification



Level	10



Half,	Plagal,	Authentic	Cadences



Level	10



Lead	Sheet	Chords
Includes	7th chords



Level	10



Level	10	Composition



Level	10



Level	10	Ear	Training



Level	10

• All	scale	degree	names	are	introduced,	but	not	
tested	in	level	10.

• Infractions	of	voice	leading	rules	are	
explained.



Level	10	– Voice	Leading	Errors



Level	11

• Whole	tone	scale	is	introduced	(previously	in	
level	9)

• Modal	scales	are	introduced	as	more	than	just	
a	definition.	



Level	11



Level	11	– Modal	Scales



Level	11	– Modal	Scales



Level	11



Level	11



Level	11



Level	11	



Level	11



Level	11



Level	11



Level	11



Level	12

• Sixty-fourth	notes	and	rests	are	introduced,	
but	not	used	in	test	questions.



Level	12



Level	12



Level	12



Level	12



Level	12



Level	12



Level	12

• Ear	Training



Level	12

• Secondary	Dominant	Chords	



Melodic	Dictation	Guide	for	ALL	Levels



TWO	Dictionaries

• Dictionary	arranged	by	Level	of	Introduction	

• Dictionary	arranged	alphabetically,	but	the	
introduction	level	is	included



Terms	and	Definitions	Level	3	– 12
Listed	by	the	Level	Term	is	Introduced



Terms	and	Definitions	Levels	3	– 12
Listed	in	Alphabetical	Order


